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This book gives you five innovations no other book offers:-Free video training. Watch over 20
hours of fast-paced, hands-on video tutorials integrated into the book to support and reinforce
the lessons. View the videos using any web browser or by scanning QR codes with your
smartphone.-Hands-on practices. Complete the practices at the end of every chapter to get the
real-world experience you need.-Practice quizzes. At the end of most chapters you have the
option of taking an online quiz to apply what you learned in the chapter and make sure you didn't
miss anything important.-Classroom support. Join an author led private community of
supportive, helpful people who also want to improve their photography.-Free ebook with lifetime
updates. When you buy the book and join the private Stunning Digital Photography readers
community, you can download the ebook and copy it to your smartphone or ereader for easy
reference.

"I'm the founder of photo.net (started in 1993), so I've seen a lot of photography tutorials. This
might be my favorite so far in terms of density of practical information...A very functional book
designed for busy people." --Philip Greenspun "Ebook Library"About the AuthorAward-winning
author and photographer Tony Northrup has published more than 30 how-to books and sold
more than a million copies around the world. His photos have been featured on magazine
covers, book covers, CD covers, TV shows, calendars, and much more. Tony studied
photography at the New England School of Photography and the Massachusetts College of Art
and Design. He runs a stock and portrait photography business with his family, Chelsea and
Madelyn, out of his home studio in Waterford, CT. He shoots travel and nature photography
everywhere he goes.
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Ethan Fleming, “Very helpful for me. I have difficulty with staying focused while reading so the
way this book is set up giving you videos to watch in between reading different sections was
really great for me.”

M. Spade, “Great for advanced photography. This is THE book to read for basic to advanced
photography. Easy to read and the Kindle version contains YouTube links featuring the author for
every chapter.”

James B., “Very helpful. It helped my photography improve.”

MW, “DLSR + Kindle HD = Must buy this book. As you can tell from the title, this review refers to
the Kindle version, not the hard copy.I used to own a Canon T3i, and bought a couple of books
specific to the use of that camera. I ended up giving it (and the books) to my oldest son, who is
now in college and loves photography. I splurged (income tax refund) on a 6D, which I had been
lusting after for quite a while. I then started hunting for books specific to it, but only one Kindle
version was available at the time (this one: 
  
Canon 6D Experience - The Still Photography Guide to Operation and Image Creation with the
Canon EOS 6D

  
  
). No hard copies were yet published, but there were several you could buy in advance. I
ended up buying the Kindle version mentioned, and it has proven to be a pretty good resource
for operating the camera.But then, it occurred to me that it would make more sense to get a
more generic book on the basics of how to take great photos, one that is applicable to all DSLR
cameras, rather than one that relates to my camera only. So, after a search, I saw this one with
the great reviews, read those reviews specific to the Kindle version, and I decided to buy.Let me
say right out front, NO REGRETS AT ALL on my purchase. The book takes you step-by-step
through every facet of how to operate a DSLR and the things to consider before you snap the
shutter. Every chapter has video links that take you to lessons related to what you've been
reading (you need to be WiFi connected to access them, BTW). The videos do a great job of



emphasizing what you have been learning.The only negative about them is that some of them
appear to have been made to promote the book, probably posted to YouTube or some other
media, which seems a little odd when you've obviously already bought the book and are
accessing the video through it.One thing I do like, though, is that within some of the videos, Mr.
Northrup leaves in bloopers or funny moments that would normally be taken out...it gives you a
needed break from the seriousness of the lessons and they're just downright fun to watch. The
videos have played on my Kindle Fire HD 8.9" with no issues, and their quality is
outstanding....impressive, actually.The chapters also have excellent photos that help to
underline the lesson being taught. You can enlarge them for better viewing, which also requires
a WiFi connection.At the end of each chapter, you're given practice exercises to go out and
perform so you can get hands-on experience to further ingrain what you have learned.Like most
books of this nature, you will get out of it what you put into it. If you take it seriously and apply
yourself, and apply what is being taught through the practice exercises, once finished you will
walk away knowing a great deal more than you did when you started...and that's the whole point,
right?Of course, I am making that statement as related to those of us who are learning
photography. If you are already highly skilled in photography, and by that I mean you could write
a book like this yourself, then it probably isn't for you. He does mention at the start of certain
sections, however, something to the effect of "If you are already proficient in this area, skip to
section...." Thus, the book is presumably worthwhile for those with intermediate to advanced
skills as well. I'll know more about that as I get farther into it.Lastly, I will point out that Mr.
Northrup has a real skill for teaching via text and video. He takes you through the process in a
very practical and methodical manner. He explains things in simple terms, while at the same
time does not make you feel you're being talked down to. Because of the way this Kindle version
is put together, with the videos and photos interlaced throughout the text, it really makes the
learning process an enjoyable experience.Right now I am about halfway through the book. I
usually try to read a chapter or two every evening. As I continue to get deeper into it, if my
opinion changes for whatever reason, I will update the review. At this point, however, I feel very
confident in saying that if you have a color tablet, and if you want to learn how to get the best out
of your DSLR, this is the digital book to have.”

planetregin, “Just like fine wine... this books keeps getting better with time!. UPDATED ON
12/10/2014:----------------------Well, it's been almost 3 years since I got this book and it's been a
great journey. Couple of updates:- Love the fact that this e-book is with me all the time.
Whenever I need to check or read up on something I can pull it up on the Kindle (which I rarely
use), or on my desktop PC or even on the phone while traveling (with the kindle reader apps).
The latest and greatest updated version of this book just flows through to the device of your
choice instantly. I love that aspect and it really helps to fine tune your photography at leisure or
whenever that great light and fantastic place happens and you just have to click, but wished you
could check on some particular info.- The Facebook group for SDP has really grown by leaps



and bounds in terms of quality as well as quantity. Lots of actually 'stunning' images are posted
there everyday and get feedback from the active community which has photographers of all skill
and equipment levels. Also there are weekly monthly challenges at times.- Recently in the
Facebook group, I have been seeing many updates from readers about their pictures being
published in magazines and they thank this book for helping them. Personally, that to me feels
like the kind of the highest acknowledgement for this book and author.- There is also a separate
website for this book. It's free for anyone who has purchased the book and is a great community
to post your pictures, get feedback and also get some 'inside information' from the SDP world.-
The authors have a fun and interactive live web session once in a while where they give updates
happening in the photography world and also they provide comments and advice on photos
posted by readers.- The different lighting setups mentioned in the book are great and have been
really enjoying making pictures with those recently.- Love the video updates that keep coming
once in a while. It takes learning to a whole new level. Keep 'em coming!UPDATED ON
05/21/2013:----------------------Having spent many months with this book, here are a few updates
to my earlier review:- There are a ton of advanced photography techniques covered in this book:
Underwater, Star Trails, Macro, Light painting, advanced lighting techniques, etc. So it never
gets boring or exhausted. As a amateur or pro photographer, there is always some challenge or
technique that you can move on to.- The Facebook group for this book is great and everyday one
can see great images clicked by readers of this book.- Great updated gear-buying advice- Did I
already say this books keeps getting better with time? I have seen a number of great updates
since, a lot of them based on reader feedback and needs.----------------------This is a fantastic find
and really helped me get a lot from my DSLR camera. Excellent instructions, tons of pictures and
a friendly writing style makes one feel as if a pro photographer is guiding you step by step and
teaching you his tricks. There are exercises that help you retain what you learn. I recommend
you do the exercises (if you are new to the technique) and not just read the book passively. That
way you can employ those techniques when actually shooting pictures.I was under the
impression that pro photographers always whipped out their cameras and right away shot their
for-the-magazines-final pictures with each click. I felt editing a photograph was not ok and there
were so many other myths that I had as a newbie. Being in the field for quite some time, Tony
explains the need to persevere, take hundreds of pictures, keep just the good ones and discard
the rest, edit and touch-up as required and so many things that made taking great pictures seem
so much feasible and accessible to me. (Yes, most great work is still 99% perspiration as of
today.)This book does not dabble in a lot of unnecessary camera lingo and settings, but just
what's necessary coupled with tips and techniques to actually get those pictures. While a
photography student will not mind studying all the alphabets, others like me appreciate getting
straight to the point on how to get a good portrait, how to get a good landscape, what are the
pitfalls to avoid, etc. So this book works great in that respect. The author mainly gives Canon/
Nikon examples, but they work well for someone like me using a Sony DSLR.The organization of
the book is great. The resources it mentions and links are great. The constant updates the



author is committed to is amazing. Just yesterday, months after its release, I saw a new video
added into YouTube for this book (which will make into the pages of the digital edition soon). Lots
of great accessories are explained. Tony keeps in touch with the readers through the book's
Facebook page and that is a great personal touch the author puts in.I think it will be great if the
index was a little more expanded with subheadings (at least the major ones). The other day I
was looking for information on RAW files (I remember reading it earlier in this book) but had a
hard time finding its location.Overall an excellent resource for newbies and others alike. I have
already recommended it to many and will continue to do so.”

Erik, “TONY AND CHELSEA NORTHAM are superb teachers of all things photographic and
Photoshop related. I have watched the Northams on the YouTube channel and always find them
sincere and forthright in their critiques of equipment as well as their suggestions for taking better
pictures. That is why I bought this book.”

Mike, “Solid foundation, nothing more.. It is a really decent book, but it's seriously shallow. Barely
scratches the surface and really skips over a couple of fundamental areas. It should be really
listed as a beginners book.Can't fault it too much though, it does what it sets out to do, in most
cases. Couple of chapters are a bit lacking.This is a book for people who've just picked up a
camera and have no idea how to use it and want to have just a basic understanding to take
some nice holiday or family pictures. If you want to work in Photography maybe give it a quick
read but quickly graduate onto other books.It's a training wheels approach to photography.
Which is my issue lays, it doesn't go above and beyond the call. It sits comfortably within the
confines of only telling you the absolute basics. It has that jack of all trades, master of none feel
to it.Everything's going to be explained a little bit, but nowhere near to the point where you're
going to have an actual comprehensive understanding of anything.If you're a beginner, you
should absolutely read this..If you've been about photography for a while you should really avoid
this, unless you want to learn something you may have missed.”

John Lawless, “A book to give confidence when pressing the shutter.. It’s easy to see why this
book has such a high star rating and that it is currently # 7 in the list of books on Digital
Photography. The reason is that Northrup is not just a very good photographer with years of
experience, but he is also a very good teacher. Some reviewers have criticised the book as not
being good enough for the professional photographer; as I see it he has aimed it at the beginner
who has been on the road for a little while (like myself) but who now wishes to take the next step.
And this is the strength of the book as it is deliberately set out in practical well paced lessons
with the accompanying videos which bring the text to life. It’s a pleasure to read, to browse
through, to savour. I will never be a professional photographer, but with the help of Northup’s
book, I’m becoming more confident each time I press the shutter. Highly recommended.”



John Preston, “Tony Northrup's Dslr Book: How to Create stunning digital photography. Wow I
cannot recommend Tony Northrup's books highly enough. I have this one plus his one on adobe
lightroom 5. Not only are they excellent they allow you to join his facebook page as well as his
private stunning digital photography community. Apart from all the knowledge and learning in
the books you can get advice and help on gear, your own photos (you can choose how gentle it
is) and help others as well as chat. For example I posted a question about lenses and in 30mins I
had 20 helpful suggestions from other photographers. The books come with QR links (or web
address links) to a host of videos that back up the tutorials in the book which are very helpful
and Tony and his wife Chelsea are just so friendly, knowledgeable and helpful. Honestly you buy
a book (or a few) and you become part of a community - I think it is fantastic and am so pleased I
bought them. You get discount if you want to buy webspace to show off your photos and Tony
even shows you how to set one up. I am positive if you buy these books you wont be
disappointed. Chelsea makes a massive contibution too so you get 2 experts opinions for the
price of one!”

P. Occardi, “Photography de mystified - fantastic starting point if you want to compose great
photographs. I chose to buy this book to 'support' Tony and Chelsea's work and the videos they
post online. If you're not a follower of Tony and Chelsea on YouTube, they demistify much of
photography's mumbo jumbo to allow us all to make advised decisions and get the most out of
our digital cameras.The book is a synopsis of Tony and Chelsea's approach and really will help
you understand what makes the difference between taking a picture and making a picture. If you
want to be a technical numbers guru, and spend weeks and weeks with your nose in a pictures
by numbers book while your camera never sees the light of day, this book is not for you. If you
take the approach that you can get out there and learn from using your camera with just a little
bit of guided thought from the book - you'll love this book.I'll finish this review with a testimony to
the materials produced by Tony and Chelsea - both printed and multimedia - and say a huge
thank you to them both for removing the smoke and mirrors from the photography world and
making it more likely that we will all use our cameras more productively. Thanks guys.”

Michael Bailey, “Excellent - every enthusiastic amateur photographer should read this. I’ve been
interested in photography for more than 40 years and, believed I’d studied the subject
extensively. I’m a veracious reader and have even attended courses at my local college. Having
found Tony Northrup on YouTube, when searching for a tutorial on a new camera (his equipment
tutorials are extremely thorough by the way), I decided to buy this book - more in hope than
expectation of learning something new. My cynicism was unwarranted as I can honestly say I
have learned a great deal. Particularly in the area of composition. I’d recommend anyone buy
the kindle version of the book as it is littered with links to relevant YouTube videos - it’s much
easier to click on a link as you encounter it rather than type it into a browser.”



The book by Alexandra Kathryn Mosca has a rating of 5 out of 4.7. 6,557 people have provided
feedback.
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